Charlton-on-Otmoor CE Primary School
Fencott Road

Charlton- on-Otmoor

Kidlington

Oxon OX5 2UT

Phone: 01865 331239

Email: office@charltonono.co.uk
Headteacher: Mrs N Gosling

Dear Parents,

Parent Governor Vacancy

There is a vacancy for a parent governor on our school’s governing board and | am writing to invite nominations to fill
this vacancy.

The governing board has an extremely important role. They are responsible for the strategic direction of the school,
working in partnership with the headteacher, promoting high standards of educational achievement and ensuring our
resources are used to maximum impact. Governors individually have no power but when they act collectively, as a
corporate body instead of as individuals, they are very powerful.

Parent governors are a vital part of the school’s governing board. They also help to ensure the board is connected with
the parents at the school (although you are not expected to be a spokesperson for parents).

In looking to fill this vacancy the governors have identified the following skills, experience and attributes that they feel
would help strengthen the governing board: governing experience, chairing experience, developing strategy,
managing risk, school budget monitoring

All governors receive training to help them carry out their role. Oxfordshire Governor Services runs a wide variety of
training courses for governors which you can attend, including an induction course for new governors — we expect all
our governors to complete induction training.

Nominations must be from parents or carers with children at the school on the day that nominations close. The
enclosed sheet summarises the disqualification criteria to serve as a governor. Anyone standing for election must
certify that they are not disqualified for any reason listed. All governors must apply for a DBS check. The school will
arrange that. Parents/carers who have paid employment in the school for 500 hours per academic year or more or
who are elected members of the Local Authority are not eligible to stand in these elections.

If you would like to stand for election, please complete and sign the enclosed nomination form and return it to the
school office no later than 12 noon on Friday 13" December. You can nominate yourself. Please include a few details
about yourself and why you would like to become a governor. This will then be circulated to all parents to help them
decide who to vote for if an election is needed. You do not have to complete this section, but if you don’t you may put
yourself at a disadvantage if there is an election.

An election, by secret ballot, will be held if more nominations are received than the number of vacancies. If an election
is needed details of the procedure will be sent to all parents.

If you would like to know a little more about becoming a parent governor, please get in touch with Mrs Goulart or Ms
Phillips who are at present governors at the school.

Please think about taking on the role or encourage other parents to volunteer. We need committed parent governors
to make the governing board as effective as it can be.

Yours sincerely,

Nadia Gosling, Headteacher

‘God’s Kingdom is like a seed, which a farmer took and planted. Though it is a tiny seed, when it grows, it is the largest of trees and becomes so
big that birds rest and shelter in its branches.” Matthew 13:31-32
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Election of Parent Governors

Nomination Form
Please return this form by 12 noon on Friday 13" December

Your name:

Address:

Email address:

Phone number:

Please tickv’

| declare that | have a child on roll at the school and am eligible and willing to
serve as a parent governor

| confirm that | am not disqualified from becoming a parent governor (see
attached disqualification criteria)

| understand that the post requires me to hold a DBS certificate (the school
will apply for the check if you are successful)

| confirm that | am able to fulfil the role including by attending meetings as
required, and by contributing to governance work outside formal meetings.

Signed:

Date:

Please include a few details about yourself and why you would like to become a governor in the box below (no more than
100 words). If an election is needed, this will be circulated to all parents to help them decide who to vote for. You do not
have to complete this section, but if you don’t you may put yourself at a disadvantage if there is an election.



QUALIFICATIONS AND DISQUALIFICATIONS
Governors and Associate Members

Regulation 17, Schedule 4 of The School Governance (Constitution) (England) Regulations 2012 covers the
qualifications and disqualifications of governors for Maintained Schools.

All disqualifications apply to associate members except that they can be registered pupils at the school and can be
under 18.

A governor must be aged 18 or over at the time of his or her election or appointment and cannot be a registered
pupil at the school.

A governor must not also be a clerk to the governing body at which they are a governor.
A person cannot hold more than one governor post at the same school at the same time.

A person is disqualified from being a parent governor if they are an elected member of the LA or paid to work at the

school for more than 500 hours (i.e. for more than one-third of the hours of a full-time equivalent) in any
consecutive twelve month period (at the time of election or appointment).

A person is disqualified from being a local authority governor if they are eligible to be a staff governor at the school.

A person is disqualified from being a partnership governor if they are:

. a parent of a registered pupil at the school;

. eligible to be a staff governor at the school;

. an elected member of the LA; or

. employed by the local authority in connection with its education functions.

A person is disqualified from being a governor of a particular school if they have failed to attend the meetings of
the governing body of that school for a continuous period of six months, beginning with the date of the first
meeting they failed to attend, without the consent of the governing body. This does not apply to the headteacher
or to foundation governors appointed by virtue of their office.




A foundation, local authority, co-opted or partnership governor at the school who is disqualified for failing to

attend meetings is only disqualified from being a governor of any category at the school during the twelve month
period starting on the date on which they were disqualified.

A person is disqualified from holding or continuing to hold office as a governor of a school if, in summary, that
person:

e s the subject of a bankruptcy restrictions order; an interim bankruptcy restrictions order; debt relief
restrictions order; an interim debt relief restrictions order; or their estate has been sequestrated and the
sequestration has not been discharged, annulled or reduced;

e issubject to a disqualification order or disqualification undertaking under the Company Directors
Disqualification Act 1986; a disqualification order under the Companies (Northern Ireland) Order 2002; a
disqualification undertaking accepted under the Company Directors Disqualification (Northern Ireland) Order 2002;
or an order made under section 429(2)(b) of the Insolvency Act 1986 (failure to pay under county court
administration order)

e has been removed from the office of trustee for a charity by an order made by the Charity Commission or
Commissioners or High Court on grounds of any misconduct or mismanagement in the administration of the
charity, or under section 34 of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 from being concerned in
the management or control of any body

e  has been removed from office as an elected governor within the last five years

e isincluded in the list of people considered by the Secretary of State as unsuitable to work with children or
young people

e s barred from any regulated activity relating to children

e issubject to a direction of the Secretary of State under section 142 of the Education Act 2002 or

section 128 of the Education and Skills Act2008

e isdisqualified from working with children or from registering for child-minding or providing day care

e s disqualified from being an independent school proprietor, teacher or employee by the Secretary of State
e subject to certain exceptions for overseas offences that do not correlate with a UK offence, has been
sentenced to three months or more in prison (without the option of a fine) in the five years ending with the date
preceding the date of appointment/election as a governor or since becoming agovernor

e subject to certain exceptions for overseas offences that do not correlate with a UK offence, has received a
prison sentence of two and a half years or more in the 20 years ending with the date preceding the date of
appointment/election as a governor

e subject to certain exceptions for overseas offences that do not correlate with a UK offence, has at any time
received a prison sentence of five years ormore

e has been convicted and fined for causing a nuisance or disturbance on school or educational premises during
the five years ending with the date immediately preceding appointment/election or since appointment or election
as agovernor

e refuses a request by the clerk to make an application to the Disclosure And Barring Service for a
criminal records certificate.

Anyone proposed or serving as a governor who is disqualified for one of these reasons must notify the clerk to
the governing body.

Eligibility Criteria — Who is eligible to be nominated and to vote in a parent governor election

A.1 Parent governors (regulation 6 and Schedule 1) Parent governors are elected by other parents at the school.
Subject to disqualifications set out below, any parent which includes a person with parental responsibility, or carer,
of a registered pupil at the school at the time of election is eligible to stand for election as a parent governor. Parent
governors may continue to hold office until the end of their term of office even if their child leaves the school

The constitution of governing bodies of maintained schools

Statutory guidance for governing bodies of maintained schools and local authorities in England August 2017


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/640562/The_constitution_of_governing_bodies_of_maintained_schools_2017.pdf

